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LAUDANUM IN THE WORKS OF PARACELSUS
HENRY E. SIGERIST
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X confesthat | neves et qie convinsd thst Parsclg
introduced this kind of laudanum—for two main reasons. Para-

sed so very frequently. The other scason is that Paracelsus men-
tions laudanum very often a5 an ingredient of recipes where it
canno possibly have any connection with opiur.
In an attemp. to save the question 1 have cxamined many pas-
sages in the works of Paracelsus where the word laudanum oceurs.
dition of
a5 long 35 it has no indices. 1 worked, herefore, motly with the
diion of Huscr" It has good indice, bt they are far from being.
exhaustive; although I went through the ten volames page by page
T canno garanes it 160 o areroo some S Pt
What  found, however, scems o give a wel rounded picture.

1
What did Paracelsus call laudanum in the many recipes where the
ord ocus? A e i geen by  pusge (tluer VI, 250) of
De properiontus, T Bosk T, De Nuomlus ex
Tcrm‘ st T De prcparsiones Teciinaran e Gur-
o P gt e olow
Nomi e G, Opopmcan, G, St
B, Stres aarue, Lantaam, Mastn,Myra, Ths
Ex Resinie: Balsam, Terpentin, Resina.
I ot word mdeen s gl e,y o the
other gums mentioned in the fist. The um is the
o ot o e s Faass T i e

*Basl, IS590, 10 ol Unless infcted obeewise the referenses ace al t0
eition

D Cae, Glunion: s s el mise, i 0.

Lt 10272, . 171 Matbil Commentari i fres Di mvmm\sm

5. 142 T quod vago aif spelant Lautaro, i vers

Tadan, o s e d Therb Lade e Cypre. T, Laodson, . Hisp,
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writers, very frequently used mediaeval terms, opopanacum
apopana, storax for skyran ctc. The word Jadanam oecurs in
vl Parclian e ” bt e il ling may be doe o
o . As 2 e Faralus calldthe dru laudan

s scretion o the leavesand
lowers of several varieties of Cistus. The drug is discussed very
often in ancient pharmaclogial et Dioscoide s & long
chapte

There i also an other Kinde of st called of somme Ledum, 3 shrb,

15 ye pnguous mater hat leaves 1o them, soe forme
otk wich i of 3wt e, et e

“And suc
o ot Antic & y.,m e e e i e
warming, molfiog a5 alo of opening

. i e g e i i & ey, ol o et 0
s scrs ok ¢ antsomee being i o with wine. An
careth the paines of y care, being dropt n with Hydrome, or Ressceun.

it ae i the worl Cmixed i P And it profiably ot
i & by e i & Ml Lsops e bl
being dranck with old wine, and f s also vretcl

Galen also devotes a whole chapter to the description of the drug
* He aalls

that it is almost in the second degree® Tt

tly astringent and

o b, et i, B, Lasemm, sk

Xura A
Nk, Afvan L
X 1302 The it refr 0 e,
rigenord, Di Hepfiosen der evschidenen Viler wd Zeen, St

"L Wellmam, Vol L, 85 The ransiton s that of Joha Goodyer (1655,
by Robet T, e, o, 134 . 6
B4 Kiin 1350
= Abow. Gale's harnacclgial thorics e Heney E. Sigeis, Studon wnd
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where
endaman ocus, 1o De Gadbns o Compesitnins Rceora
a Nmumn-n, i Cap VI (et VT 15) i
drogs g < tero provenit, i ot words

o o f th s carh, nd 1 decd 2 bing o
the first degree.

Laudanum occurs in many recipes without specifcation, 50 in the
following:

Descipio pillorum de Loudsno®
e Latn s
e
Therlcae optimse, quantum sats pro incorporaione. (Doss grans
uingue, nec ura)
R Senp, €O oopo e ot
Laudan

Tn & number of recipes the laudanum used is to be Loudomom
puram:

e e Pl iy s el
Laodaoo, s




e, 0. -, a0
i 3. V.2
A precription o jumdice 1L, 30, %V, 29,



LAUDANUM 1N THE WORKS OF PABACELSUS 535

assume, therefore, that laudanum purum was ladanum from which

impurites had been removed.  As  matter of actthere i a passage

it Schaiin Liror Teroro (V,246) tht e i
imparo.

ot e n e o i Gl ot . G
en ligear.

“This all conforms with the scholia o the Libride Tartaro (V, 230
w2

e S doli, el
s s e S e Wyt n e
Lior o, o yus e v through distllation s
ch in a number of recipe, for instance
T Tlquoribus ldani srup. 4
Crocl, gr. il al. erup. i)
Aloepatic drach
Fiaat pilliae conmunes com aqua absinti

il e, 5.

Laudani liguetct n leo amygdalarum amarsrum drach. .

Mo, at, o s, e dosy b anci . e
nciam unam &

In another recipe extractu
e s o B o 1,351

iiusgue generi™ (sew gemrale)

0 be used, which is prob-

Procservtiom
Rec. Ligoris myrrhae,
Thoris ans drach.

" Rpuania, Dos i in Onomasticom, inkrprtls odr erklru
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T, ser. 5
1 s st i, o oo, Dosis 8 scrvp . 54
i s
e as Lawdomm prasparatm, thus in
recipe for ik e (11, 350)
Procerosionm n Nigr.
R Lo,

same term occurs i 2 prescription for the treatment of com-
pressiones thoracis (111, 263, 266, V, 231) :
Ree. suei de suffo: id e, pais porcin unc vi.
o pracparat, anc. semis.
Ol mucs mseate une. semis.

Agtin e quten s what Paracelsus meant by loudonum
ratum. The Onomasticum of Toxites says (p. 433)
et e, e s d sum e i i i
aptecn der rus b, st
‘The Onomasticum of Thurneysser is more explicit
Laumasa pracparaim. Tt wara 2 refaem Laudano Ambra tmnd Ms-

i, o & ki B s e s s
In Book I1 of De Morbis ex Tartaro oriundis,

Orexen, vilgo der Sodt, Paracelsus has the following Cura s

258)

c
i e s e, ningucs o, i
Decipie Resmionts st

Re

= Camprsios, hari vt i vt e Sy, 6

m.-:m v b i o i Tarart v, o T v
oreat e o oo, 1660 BTS00
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The Auhr's Nt add o s presciptin (11 261):
Laudanum st capiae in boe Recepto, Zoccaram
profciue.
‘The Scholia, however,—the authorship of which is uncertain—
explain (V, 242)
Ambrae, macis. bac duo audsnum
s contorms with Thurcpces et bt proatly
not

rescription seem to ive the correct explans-

Mt
Rec. Laodani pur, i et pracparati wnc.
Tiquoi sl srep. 5. 6t mixirs i formed. plllarn
Communion. Do » rvp. s d 4. .

ihdn‘l. Another
tion (111, 316)

s used both terms indiseriminately, meani
mdmuvlwunlyhmrm-lmdnapluudlnllumnd:-

remedy containing ambra and macs.

lhuhudlmn“’uns\mlwummudnmmmm

remedy, and if o, what was this remedy?
m
Tn the Grosse Wundarsmei of 1536, Book 1, Treatise 3, in the
chapter dealing with the treatment of snake bites Paracelus after
several sy
i b i sk, bk e, e s alle v
richen wil, das in seinem capie vereichoet
7 At macs s Mtiioln, . i, . 120

Vol X, 5. 165
he puage (Sohot, . 46).
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In other words, Paracelsus says that he has a remedy that he
Laudanum which is superior to the others in cases of threatening

p
be found but then we know that the Grosse ¥ undarznes was to have

oes ot el in
e 1 et shot it e
Arcanum is the inherent virtue of a substance which nothing but
xpericnc vl 1 ol ifren from the Glenic concept of
ipe that contains the gum ladanum it is
ekt (T 366 Tn i e nom. comderatur grado e <o
plexio, sed arcanum considerandum,  Arcanim corresponds to @ ce

preserved we find the following prescription (V, 258) : ™

m delortis tere oo Londano
Ree gred «.,u..n (.mm.m w.m . i
ach

b

va\ s et
o Romunne, Al e.-m ot pondes o,
Rt 4 formam, Do 7.3 10,

Tt was a prescription for cases et

threatening

G e v
! Arlde L ¥ (V1 2 ). O f bt nd
nmplul Mmu-m s he one of Garaed Dorn i i Diciowriom Theo
ot 1384 . 18 Arcanom n g, wociimn e
G, Fisodos Wl ool i Ny s am,

iar posit are spagyica sprs praee conlanan,
Suihot, v, 2
* Discl were ptets wiering from i
s, The rcpe 0 for dioln fm depor
fven .

hocs, dysvtry and imiar
it . or s lrady
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containing the heroic drugs gold, pearls and antimony—but no

The e D i longe has s s craptr De Disolis (V1
168). T i o i e s o

o s
treatie has a special

lnmkVa»d«Bﬂw has an interesting chapte in which
Parssing peonis cmeopatic prnciles (¥, 17 1), Arcanam
i both, vl g What e jumdis o cues i
He then cont

There ca b w0 dosst o
same s in all probabi
et of etk (V. 7172)
discases can not be cured by the usual prescript

v 123)
e s, e B, Lstan, P s, B,
Lautanum vat b o et e oy Parclian s ey, A
aicy of (e e desrbed™ ground or
e miaed it g, oo e sbtones ot s
many combinations.
‘And now a secmingly dark passage becomes cear. In De Gradibus
t Conportonibus Receporm o Nowroliym, mesiond befors

Paracels
oo his audanin, e o, s he g ot
then, a few pages later (VIL, 31) he lists materia laudani as being

sondrn den grosen Arcais subeehlen, sl dem Lauien, oder den
Astericn eraen wd Gergieichen,
1501V, 108 Sec the e of Huse,
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ex terra, frigica. This obviously cannot be the same laudanum,
since the same drug could not be both, hot and cold. Paracelsus in
i ot s e ke ittt Wit docs
that mean
An-dm(wl’nnadmm’hind’mlllrtmhdimumm

and from earth are not universally good for discases of hot quality.
The ar-soen s of e 42 s seven K of bk
and cold. Here Paracelsus Vimecl 4 a followr of e
mm!ng(lu.‘l'hcsevcnhnd:mdo:mlmdby planets and

however, belongs into 3 totally different category. The genera

that are ex terra, in primo gradu frigida (VIL, 15).
T think the texts discussed so far are sufficient to make evident
that Paracelsus designated two different things by the term
laudanum:
1. The gum ladanum of the classical pharmacopocia.
2. A compound remedy—an his own terminology—
that contained pearls as one of its chief \nndum

T cannot find any connection, r, between laudanum and
opium. T repeat that anlmn&dopnmvrryﬁq\x-lly The
prescriptions that contain opium, sucus, liquores or semen papaveris
or oleum de papavere are innumerable. He never made  secrt

ictured s often. He had his own terminology becaus he was an

t thinker, but he explained it whenever he had a chance.
i some of i concp are sometimes dak it gy doe 0 the
fact that many of his books were never writen or remained mere
fragmens.




LAUDANUM TN THE WORKS 0F PARACELSUS 41

m

One fast problem must be discussed. I the laudanum of Para-
celsus had nothing to do with opium, who was responsible for using.
the term i designating an opium preparation?

24 ommetor of Parseus, When o di i See
g 1573 oy o o it b e et e ke

srton him in order to give them more s iy, Wil lgeds
aracesu became the mirace

with the exception of Ieprosy and even resuscitates the dead.
5 consists of two things and rething greser than these ¢an b
Sound in the world” What these t
was a secret. Tkwhd:;wyum!ypxﬂlo[\h&iomu ion
ochlgends that X s epi
s, e i s e of sl o th o hat wesre
s ot g of s

Lax o, o ndanu, e opiam o, ot e o
i doctu, ot i s i racunde, e improdentr ad “Theo-
T s o i oo Sl dos nn s s o
rcano hmines ocidt, sed fam iam mortuosin it sevoavit quod ctim

cla pracstitse: s eiam Theophrusti nomine mlds exhibuisse: quorum
tae o s s sun, ot

 Strasbars, 1574, g, 45045,
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rasto, nt,
o s oo s i i i o cn s Qe s

e s, e Lot s ot

oo o, ot e o m..
Lasunn, ot selcun reoedien s ssdismetn Pascl 4
o

Bt the from 1600 on oy hzquem\y i st he
Laudanum of Paracelsus 1 Croll
Basiica Chymic first ot e o e o loving
ption:

Fraskdur, 150
1y te diion Frundart, 1647 (it the notes of J. Hartmare), 5. 191
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Loudowum Poracels Loudasissimon.
Rec. Opil Thebeicl uncias
See I"qu:mn dcb-m empore callect e in Sole pris incpissati

et Dismosehi dliter

s cum dimidis.
i Tamsina s oiam snis
Sl Prtar

s S it e il s .
Ossis de Conde Cerv ana drachma
Lapids Besoaric
Unicorno anmale vl ineralis sns drachran &
Mosch
Ambrae ana serupiom
in ety e (R ——
rum Aris

2
Secumdam setem Chymicam masss seu Extracua, ¢ quo
0 necesaio v posia e ormar

Crollalso gives the prescription of an

Electuariom Laudonis®

Ree. Opi
‘Suce & Rad. Hyoseyami Essetificatoram ana sncies s,
‘Esseniae radics Mandragorse cum . v extractac dra
S Dianre e Moo A rcpret s e
Sl Peraru

Cordloran ar drachras doa.

i sceupulos quatuor.

o ommu serlsdos.
Unisms s

“Terae Sipess drsehnan .

S g e St

o




Disslvatur Essenia Opi et Hyosoymia (s liqida, fc
Spicts vin pris ot calore 3b il evagort) i welle spea
p i —

Jobannes Hartmann in his Prasis Chymisirics first publshed i
1633 has 2 considersble number of Lasdanum recipes:

Hartmann contributes to the Paracesus legend by attibuting to
him
L Mercuri Parselsi (5 490)
verum (5. 567)
Aliad 1. Theophrast (5. 548)
A careful investigaion of the 17th century medical lterature
sty

T pages et the eiion Gener, 1655



